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A woman had just returned to her home from an evening church service, when 
she was startled by an intruder. She caught the man in the act of robbing her 
home of its valuables and yelled: ‘Stop! Acts 2:38! 
(Acts 2:38) says “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ, for the forgiveness of your sins.”) 
 
The burglar stopped in his tracks. The woman calmly called the police and 
explained what she had done. 

As the officer cuffed the man to take him in, he asked the burglar: ‘Why did you 

just stand there? All the old lady did was yell a scripture to you.’ 

‘Scripture?’ replied the burglar. ‘She said she had an Ax and Two 38s!’ 
 
This is Lent, a time for self-reflection and strengthening our relationship with 
God. Being lent, we have some tough subjects to talk about this morning: sin, 
judgment, repentance. I didn’t choose these! For the past 3 months, Emerson, 
Pat and I have been using the lectionary to develop our sermon topics. The 
lectionary is a series of different scriptures to be read and studied for each day, 
and it is used by many denominations. Well, the scriptures read by Sue are 
what the lectionary had listed for Sunday March 20. 2022. Believe me, if I had 
known these were the lectionary scriptures for today, I would have picked a 
different Sunday to give the message! I’d much rather talk about love, grace, 
and mercy but I will sneak that in at the end. Bear with me, this will have a 
good ending, as does everything with God. 

Before we start, let’s look at some of these words. Sometimes we throw 
religious terms around haphazardly, sometimes interchangeably. Take for 
example the words "faith," "grace," "repentance," and "salvation." But the 
distinctions are important for us to understand. Maybe an image can help. 

2021 marked the 40th anniversary of the Indiana Jones franchise. In the 
movie Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade, one of my favorites, there is a 



legendary scene where Indiana (Harrison Ford) is hanging by a single hand on 
the edge of a chasm. With the other hand he is reaching out to the Holy Grail, 
which is on a ledge in the chasm. The Holy Grail is the goblet that supposedly 
was used by Christ at the Last Supper and then held the blood of Christ at the 
crucifixion. 

As the tips of his hand just graze the edge of the Holy Grail, Indiana is grunting, 
“I can just about reach it.” Above him is his father (Sean Connery) who is 
holding on to Indiana. His father reaches out pleading “Junior, take my hand! 
Take my hand!” Indiana keeps trying to reach the goblet, and his hand is 
slipping from his father’s. Finally, his father says “Indiana, let it go,” and 
Indiana reaches up for his father to take his other hand and be rescued. 

When Indiana’s father reaches down to offer rescue, that’s grace. When 
Indiana let’s go of his pursuit and turns toward his father, that's repentance. 
And when he reaches back up for his father to take his hand, that's faith. When 
his father lifts him up from the chasm, that’s salvation. 

So now that we agree on the terminology, let’s look at today’s scripture. 

In the first verses from Luke that were read, some of the people in Jerusalem 
came to Jesus with the news that some Galileans had been killed by Pontius 
Pilate, apparently when they were in the temple offering sacrifices. Jesus 
notices that the people reporting it have a self-righteous attitude. From their 
tone, it sounds as though those reporting it were blaming the Galileans who 
had died. You see, it was the thinking in the Middle East at that time that if 
something bad happened to you, it was because you sinned. The more severe 
the sin, the worse the tragedy. 

Think about Job, and all that happened to him. His children were killed, his 
flocks and herds driven off, his servants murdered, and Job himself came down 
with sores all over his body. His friends admonished him and told him certainly 
he must have done something very bad to deserve all of that. They assumed it 
was Job’s fault. 



We still hear this thinking today. Remember when Hurricane Katrina hit, a 
number of people were saying it hit New Orleans so bad because of the sins of 
the people who lived there. According to one poll, the people blamed just 
about everyone involved for the relief problem during the Katrina disaster; 
73% blamed the local government, 61% accused President Bush, 70% blamed 
the federal government agencies and 57% accused the people affected by the 
hurricane. 

Jesus emphatically told the people from Jerusalem that the Galileans’ sins had 
not caused their deaths. Their deaths were caused by a man – Pontius Pilate. 
Christ goes on to give another example. This was a natural disaster, when a 
tower fell over and killed some people. Again, he emphasizes that those who 
died were not more sinful than anyone else. Finally, Jesus really turns the 
tables and tells them, if they do not repent and turn toward God, in the end, 
they will not have eternal life. Jesus turned His focus from the question “why 
did this happen?” and turned it to the question, “what does this mean for 
me?” 

The bottom line is similar to a statement Jesus had said earlier: “Do not judge, 
or you too will be judged. Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your 
brother’s eye and pay no attention to the log in your own eye?”  

Jesus was telling them everyone sins. A huge mistake is made when a person 
believes they have not sinned. At times, we may seek ways to make ourselves 
look good by downwardly comparing ourselves to people we deem worse than 
ourselves.  The gospel encourages us to compare ourselves to just one other 
person: Jesus. If we compare ourselves upwardly to Jesus, it has a way of 
cutting the tendency to compare ourselves to others and look down on them. 

Jesus calls us to repent, for we have all sinned and fallen short. What is 
repentance? Think of it as four “R’s”. Responsibility, regret, resolve, restitution. 
Remember Zacchaeus, the tax collector, whom Jesus ate with? After that 
encounter, Zacchaeus repented. He didn’t just say he was sorry. He took 
responsibility for what he did, he showed regret, he resolved to never cheat 
people again and he paid restitution to people he had cheated. Jesus then told 
him, “Today salvation has come to this house.” 



 

Randy learned of the 4 R’s the hard way. Randy, a painter, often thinned his paint 
to make it go further. The Catholic Church in town decided to restore the biggest 
building on its property. Randy put in a low bid and got the job. He bought the 
paint, and, yes, thinned it with turpentine. 
 
Well, Randy was painting away, the job nearly completed, when suddenly there 
was a clap of thunder. The sky opened, and the rain poured down. It washed the 
thinned paint off the church. Randy fell from the scaffold, landing among the 
gravestones. He concluded that this was a judgment from the almighty. 
Randy raised his voice to the heavens, crying, “Oh, God, forgive me; what should I 
do?” And from above, a mighty voice roared: “Repaint! Repaint! And thin no 
more!” 
 

Repentance is a change of mind that results in a change of action. If there is 
not a change of life, then there was no change of mind, and there was no 
repentance. 

Remorse and repentance are not the same thing. To be remorseful is to be 
sorry. Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Jesus, was full of remorse. In fact, he was so 
full of guilt for what he’d done, that he went out and hanged himself. But as far 
as we know Judas didn’t repent. 

The parrot in this story is a little closer to repentance. As a veterinarian, I 
certainly don’t approve of what the owner did, and I advise, “Do not do this at 
home!” 

A young man named John received a parrot as a gift. The parrot had a bad 
attitude and an even worse vocabulary. Every word out of the bird’s mouth 
was rude, obnoxious and laced with profanity.  

John tried and tried to change the bird’s attitude by consistently saying only 
polite words, playing soft music and anything else he could think of to “clean 
up” the bird’s vocabulary. 
 



Finally, John was fed up and he yelled at the parrot. The parrot yelled back. 
John shook the parrot and the parrot got angrier and even ruder. 

John, in desperation, threw up his hands, grabbed the bird and put him in the 
freezer. For a short time, the parrot squawked and kicked and screamed. Then 
suddenly there was total quiet. Not a peep was heard for over a minute. 
Fearing that he’d hurt the parrot, John quickly opened the door to the freezer. 

The parrot calmly stepped out onto John’s outstretched arm and said “I believe 
I may have offended you with my rude language and actions. I’m sincerely 
sorry for my inappropriate transgressions and I fully intend to do everything I 
can to correct my rude and unforgivable behavior.” 

John was stunned at the change in the bird’s attitude. As he was about to ask 
the parrot what had made such a dramatic change in his behavior after he was 
in the freezer, the bird continued, “May I ask what the turkey in there did?” 

And now we come to the last 4 verses in today’s reading from Luke. I like to call 
it the parable of the second or last chance. A person owned a vineyard and had 
a fig tree in it, which was not uncommon. He wanted some figs and went to the 
tree but found that even after 3 years, the tree didn’t have any. He is not 
happy. He wants to chop it down. But along comes the more sympathetic 
gardener who suggests with more care and fertilizer, the tree may yet produce 
figs. Then we are left hanging. We don’t know if the owner accepted the offer 
or not. 

What is the parable trying to tell us? It is not as straightforward as many of the 
parables Jesus shared, 

First, let’s look at the tree. It was not bearing fruit like it should. Jesus often 
talked about people bearing fruit. He certainly does not mean apples and 
oranges but doing deeds that show evidence of our faith. James, the brother of 
Jesus, writes in his New Testament letter: ‘So you see, faith by itself isn’t 
enough. Unless it produces deeds, it is dead and useless.’  

 



Paul describes the fruits of the Spirit as love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. That is what God 

wants to see. That’s the fruit God expects us to bear.  

John the Baptist talked about how real repentance results in us producing fruit 
as described in Luke 3.  

“John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in 
keeping with repentance. The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every 
tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the 
fire.’ 

‘What should we do then?’ the crowd asked. 

John answered, ‘Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has 
none, and anyone who has food should do the same.’ 

Even tax collectors came to be baptized. ‘Teacher,’ they asked, ‘what should 
we do?’ 

 ‘Don’t collect any more than you are required to,’ he told them. 

 Then some soldiers asked him, ‘And what should we do?’ 

He replied, ‘Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content 
with your pay.’” 

John the Baptist was teaching the necessity of bearing fruit. 

Back to our fig tree. Because it did not grow fruit, the owner wanted to cut the 
tree down. Bible scholars suggest the parable could be explained in two ways. 

Perhaps the fig tree represented Israel. Israel had been unfaithful to God, and 
like the fig tree, did not produce the fruit it should have. That’s what Paul is 



talking about in the passage from I Corinthians that was read. The Israelites, 
many times, turned away from God, worshiped idols, were immoral, tested 
God. God had been patient, and gave them a second chance many times. But, 
now He was giving the nation one last chance to repent and accept the 
Messiah. If the people persisted in their stubbornness, judgment would fall 
upon them. They did not accept Jesus and Jerusalem was destroyed by the 
Romans 30 years later. 

Another way to look at this parable is to view the fig tree as representing each 
one of us individually. We all have sinned and fallen short, just like the 
Israelites in the Old Testament. But, God does give second chances. That’s 
called mercy. Mercy is not getting what we deserve. It differs from grace, in 
that grace is getting something we don’t deserve. I’ll repeat that: Mercy is not 
getting what we deserve, ie, punishment. It differs from grace, in that grace is 
getting something we don’t deserve. Praise God that He gives us both.  

Like the gardener, God will care for us and nurture us because He wants us to 
succeed in producing fruit. The gardener provides care to maximize the fig 
tree’s potential to bear fruit. God does the same with us. 

But we all know you cannot wait forever to get matters of eternal importance 
right in your life. Don’t hold off getting in a right relationship with God for 
another day. Your life will take on new meaning. 

As Isaiah said, “Seek the LORD while he may be found; 
    call on him while he is near. 
Let the wicked forsake their ways 
    and the unrighteous their thoughts. 
Let them turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on them, 
    and to our God, for he will freely pardon.” 

That my friends, is the good news! We must repent, truly repent: taking 
responsibility, regretting what we have done, resolving to not let it happen 
again, and giving restitution where it is needed. God then gives us the amazing 
mercy and grace we need to bear the fruit we were meant to bear. As Jesus 
said, “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you 



might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in 
my name the Father will give you. This is my command: Love each other.” 

May we follow that command. Amen. 

 Resources 

An Axe and Two .38’s (seizetheday-blog.com) 

Indiana Jones on Repentance, Faith, and Salvation | Preaching Today 

Who is to blame for slow Katrina response? - 1474 Words | Research Paper Example (ivypanda.com) 

Enduring Word Bible Commentary Luke Chapter 13 

The Power of Remorse and Apology (tandfonline.com) 

Repaint and thin no more (frtommylane.com) 

john_and_the_parrot.pdf (papolionetwork.org) 

A Changed Parrot | Ministry127 

https://seizetheday-blog.com/2020/02/04/an-axe-and-two-38s/
https://www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/2021/january/indiana-jones-illustrates-repentance-faith-and-salvation.html
https://ivypanda.com/essays/who-is-to-blame-for-slow-katrina-response/
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/luke-13/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.2202/1940-1639.1510
https://www.frtommylane.com/stories/jokes/repaint.htm
https://www.papolionetwork.org/uploads/2/7/7/2/27726699/john_and_the_parrot.pdf
https://ministry127.com/resources/illustration/a-changed-parrot

